STATEMENT BY YOUTH OF COLOR
ON SCHOOL SAFETY AND GUN VIOLENCE
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IN AMERICA
We can imagine the pain and suffering that the
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youth and families in Newtown, Connecticut are |

experiencing. As youth growing up on some of Yeki ! pICpT
America’s deadliest streets, we are all too familiar YQU GA“ T BU"-D WITH A ' 'l'-cﬂ-
with gun violence and its impacts. Too many of us

have been shot and shot at. We have buried our friends and our family members. Nearly all of us have been
to more funerals than graduations. No one wants the violence to stop more than we do.

But, we have also seen how attempts to build public safety with security systems, armed police and prisons
have failed. We want college prep, not prison prep.

President Nixon declared the War on Drugs and enacted the first use of zero tolerance laws in communities.
President Reagan expanded the War on Drugs and his Secretary of Education, William Bennett, enacted zero
tolerance in schools. School shootings were used as an excuse to expand these policies at the local, state and
federal level, most famously by President Clinton following Columbine. For forty years, federal, state and
local dollars have gone toward the massive build-up of police departments, juvenile halls, jails, prisons,
immigration enforcement and detention, and border security, while simultaneously our school and higher
education budgets have been severely cut. And, locally, zero tolerance policies have resulted in the takeover
of school security by police departments and school resource officers.

As a result, in communities of color throughout the nation, students now experience a vicious school-to-jail
track. Despite the fact that school shootings have overwhelmingly happened in white schools, youth of color
have paid the price. We have been handcuffed and humiliated in front of other students and staff for
“offenses” as small as being late to school; detained in police interrogation rooms at our school; expelled
from school for carrying nail clippers, markers or baseball caps; and arrested — even in elementary schools —
for fights that used to be solved in the principal’s office. With our backpacks searched and our lockers and
cars tossed, at the end of a billy club or the butt of a gun, knees down-hands up, or face down on cold
concrete or burning asphalt — we have experienced the true face of “public safety.” These policies haven’t
protected us, helped us to graduate or taught us anything about preventing violence. They have taught us to
fear a badge, to hate school and to give up on our education. We understand too well that guns in anyone’s
hands are not the solution. You can’t build peace with a piece.

Effective Solutions to School Safety

The movement to end the school-to-jail track, mass incarceration and
deportation of youth of color is our generation’s civil and human rights struggle.
Throughout the nation, our efforts are pressuring school districts and state
legislatures to dismantle unfair discipline practices that force youth out of school,
and to move instead toward positive student supports that not only dramatically
increase school safety but also improve graduation rates. The tragic shooting at
Sandy Hook Elementary School must not interrupt this progress or return us to
policies and practices that are racist, inhumane and unjust.
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Specifically, we are calling on all federal, state and local officials to:

1. End Zero Tolerance and other policies that take away school-based decision-making and force schools to
suspend, expel and arrest students in order to be in compliance with the law or to receive federal or state
funding.

2. Eliminate willful defiance, disorderly conduct and other minor infractions as punishable by suspension,
expulsion, ticketing or arrest.

3. Reject efforts to expand police and military in our schools as well as razor/barbed wire, security gates,

metal detectors, surveillance and increased use of handcuffs and police detention inside and around our

campuses. Replace school police and school resource officers with intervention/peacebuilders and the other
o 1 I alternatives listed below.

4. Reject efforts to increase criminal penalties,
mandatory minimums, gun enhancements and the
transfer of more youth into adult courts that will
unfairly target youth of color for extreme sentencing and
decades of incarceration.

5. Fund Positive Behavioral Interventions and Supports (PBIS) — specific strategies educators can use to
reward positive student behavior, hold students accountable for our actions in ways that keep us in school,
cause self-reflection and growth, and improve our relationships with school staff.

6. Fund Community Intervention/Peacebuilders in schools — trusted community leaders who are trained to
provide safe passage to and from schools; create a safety perimeter in and around schools especially during
breaks and lunch; reach out to students who are regularly late or missing from school; work with youth who
are acting out in class or on campus; prevent inter-group or inter-neighborhood conflict — often contributing
to or stemming from neighborhood conflicts that, if unresolved, can lead to serious violence in the
community; rumor control to prevent future violence and retaliation; run violence prevention, conflict
mediation and restorative/transformative justice meetings; and make home visits to students who are
struggling in school.

7. Fund Restorative/Transformative Justice (RJ/TJ) in schools, which develops the skills of students, staff
and other community members in conflict mediation and problem solving, de-escalation of violence, and
techniques to defuse bullying, harassment and disrespect. RJ/TJ involves students and others in solving
problems such as truancy, fights, bullying, theft, intoxication, vandalism and failure to follow school directives
without resorting to suspension, expulsion, ticketing and/or arrest. In addition, youth and staff learn skills
that we can use to improve relationships and solve conflicts outside of school.

8. Support the development of schools as Community Centers open year around, after school and on
weekends to extend the school day, build public safety, and increase student attendance and achievement
through homework help, tutoring, college preparation, counseling and health/mental health care (many
community schools have on-site health/mental health clinics), job training and placement, arts and
recreation, even night school for parents and older family members. Schools that operate as community
centers also increase family involvement in schools, leading to improved student relationships with
parents/guardians and increased graduation rates.
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9. Provide every student pre-school through college with a metro/bus/public transportation pass to ensure
we have transportation to and from school, while also providing unlimited transportation to essential
resources throughout our communities including employment, housing, food, health care, etc.

10. Ensure that every young person on probation or parole and all youth coming home from lock-up are
immediately enrolled in a quality education program, and end the illegal blocking of system-involved youth
from schools and entire districts. In order to ensure immediate enrollment, ensure that everyone who
spends 3 or more weeks detained or incarcerated leaves lock-up with a state ID, birth certificate, social
security card, immunization records, medication (if needed) and connection to health/mental health
referrals, updated transcript and test scores, and a voter registration card (optional). For undocumented
youth, we must leave lock-ups knowing the risks of deportation especially for convicted people and with
referrals for immigration assistance.

11. End the discrimination against undocumented youth, the cooperation of school districts and local law
enforcement with Immigration and Customs Enforcement (including the Secure Communities Program), and
eliminate barriers to all immigrant youths’ access to education and student supports from pre-school through
college.

This is Why You Should Support These Recommendations:

1. The voices of youth and communities of color are usually absent from the debates on violence in
America.

2. More than 96% of school-based shootings in America have been caused by white shooters in
overwhelmingly white schools and white communities.

3. There s little to no recognition or support for youth of color who are victims of gun violence.
4. Zero tolerance and other harsh school discipline policies unfairly target youth of color.

5. Positive relationships and opportunities — not guns — create safe schools.

6. Schools look and operate more and more like prisons with harmful impacts on students.

7. Schools that are heavily policed have higher rates of school push-out and — as a result — lower
graduation rates.
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8. Police in and around schools are much more expensive than more effective school safety strategies.

9. Students who are pushed out of school are most often pushed into an inferior, substandard
education, isolated in our local districts’ least resourced schools.

10. Students who are pushed out are more likely to be victimized by the violence of the streets.

11. School safety policies based on fear also exclude many of the people who are most qualified to
build and maintain safe schools as volunteers or school staff because they have convictions.

12. Schools that are heavily policed exist in communities that are already heavily policed.

13. Officials have focused on harsh prosecution and punishment that impact youth of color at much
higher rates.

14. Guns are much more likely to kill unintended victims than targets.

15. Any gun control strategy has to address gun manufacturing, as well as how the guns get to our
streets.

16. America’s addiction to guns corresponds with our reliance on armed law enforcement to solve all
school and community problems.

17. There is a real and legitimate fear of law enforcement in poor communities and communities of
color that must be addressed if we are ever to solve violence in our nation.
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Data and Additional Support for Each Statement

1. The voices of youth and communities of color are usually absent from the debates on violence in
America.

Young people of color consistently experience higher rates of violence than white youth. Yet we are often
excluded from conversations and solutions around violence prevention. We have been part of numerous
press conferences where the media have quoted everyone except us. We have experienced the negative
result of police and zero tolerance in schools, but we are not included in educational decisions on local, city,
state, or federal levels.

If you had a Commission on the Status of the Black Community and only white people were appointed to
serve on it, there would be an outcry from officials and media. The same would be true for a Women’s
Caucus with only men in its membership. But, every day, from city halls to the White House, adults discuss
what youth are experiencing and decide what youth need without ever talking to us."

We are the experts on school and community safety. We need to be at the center of decision-making
regarding policy changes that will impact our blocks and our classrooms. Silencing us keeps the bars up, the
fingers pointed, the guns drawn, and the streets and our schools unsafe. No more incarceration without
representation!

2. More than 96% of school-based shootings in America have been
caused by white shooters in overwhelmingly white schools and white
communities.

Yet, the policies that are created in response to these horrible incidents
criminalize, push-out, prosecute, imprison and deport youth of color at
much higher rates than white youth.

3. There is little to no recognition or support for youth of color who are victims of gun violence.

In 2010, among 10 to 24 year-olds, homicide was the leading cause of death for African Americans; the
second leading cause of death for Latinos; and the third leading cause of death for Native Americans/First
Nations and Alaska Natives.” Homicide rates among African-American males, age 10-24 are the highest in the
nation — 51.5 per 100,000 or 25 times higher than for (non-Latino) White males in the same age group (2.9
per 100,000).

When shootings occur in predominantly white schools and/or communities, the response is very different
than when youth are shot in our neighborhoods. For example, when the Columbine and Sandy Hook
shootings occurred, the media, mental health and child guidance experts rushed to the scenes, offered
support to students and their families, and searched for answers — “How could this happen in America?” The

! From The Brotherhood Co-founder, Jason Warwin, (Harlem, NYC).

2 Center for Disease Control, Youth Violence Facts at a Glance (2012), available at http://www.cdc.gov/ViolencePrevention/pdf/yv-
datasheet-a.pdf (citing Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-based
Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) [online] (2010)).
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assertion is that the youth who are shot are innocent and even the shooters are “troubled,” “bullied,” and/or
“mentally ill.”

What the media and officials really mean is, “How could this happen in white America?” Because, by
comparison, our murders rarely get more than a mention in the homicide statistics. Often, we are not even
named: “Shot — Black male, 16” or “Found dead by handgun, Latino teen, presumed victim of gang rivalry.”
And, because our murders are rarely covered, they are also considered unimportant, and mental health and
other supports never arrive at our schools and streets to check on the wellbeing of survivors. Both the
shooters and the victims are immediately discounted as “gangsters” and “monsters” — often without any
evidence of this fact. No one searches for answers in our diaries, asks about our histories of abuse and
trauma, or questions how such levels of violence can occur in our families and communities. The assumption
is that we are all violent — no wonder we die at such alarming rates.

In the past 3Y, years, the Youth Justice Coalition, located on the border between South Central Los Angeles
and Inglewood, has known 40 young people connected to the center who have been killed by community or
police violence. Despite the fact that the organization has regularly notified the media and the public about
the killings and the accompanying funerals, candlelight vigils and repasts, not a single journalist, elected
official or mental health institution has ever appeared to offer support to the survivors or to get a more
complete picture of the victim.

In fact, in any search for coverage on the
issue of gun violence in America, it is easier
to come across statistics that frame young
people of color as chronic perpetrators of
crime and violence than to find numbers
that tell the true story we already know: that
we are the victims of gun violence at a
higher rate than any other group in the
nation, and our schools are one of the few
safe spaces in our neighborhoods for both us
and our families.

For example, in 2010, African Americans
represented 13% of the nation’s population,
yet accounted for 49% of all homicide victims.> The homicide rate for Black victims in the United States was
16.32 per 100,000. In comparison, the overall national homicide rate was 4.42 per 100,000 and the national
homicide rate for whites was 2.66 per 100,000.4

In 2008 and 2009, gun homicide was the leading cause of death among black teens, ages 15 to 19. Young
black males died from gun violence at a rate eight times higher than white males.”

® The Violence Policy Center, Black Homicide Victimization in the United States: An Analysis of 2010 Homicide Data 6 (January 2013)
(citing FBI Supplementary Homicide Report 2010, U.S. Census Bureau population estimates), available at
http://www.vpc.org/studies/blackhomicide13.pdf.
4

Id. at 2-3.
> Children’s Defense Fund, Protect Children Not Guns 2012 2 (2012), available at http://www.childrensdefense.org/child-research-
data-publications/data/protect-children-not-guns-2012.pdf.
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We are stereotyped as criminals even when we are killed or injured. Just as when we are suspected of being
the shooter, the assumption when we are killed or injured is that we were in some way guilty of wrongdoing
— especially that we are “gang involved.” In fact, the sheriffs in Los Angeles County, as recently as the early
2000s, admitted to using a term when shootings happen in our communities that they assumed had victims
who were connected to the streets: “NHI — No Humans Involved.”® But nationwide in 2010, only 15% of Black
homicide victims (420 murders) were reported by law enforcement to be gang-related; and only 29% were
related to another felony.”

Even when Trayvon Martin was killed by a Community Watch vigilante while he was walking home from the
store with Skittles and Iced Tea, the media and officials spent weeks re-victimizing him by suggesting that he
must have been the aggressor. Just as it is true on the street, any increase of guns in schools — including the
presence of police and military — threatens our lives.

4. Zero tolerance and other harsh school discipline policies unfairly target youth of color.

Just like a prison, our schools have no tolerance for anything we do wrong. There is no recognition that
family responsibilities, the stress of the streets and personal problems can sometimes get in the way of our
ability to learn.

Zero tolerance isn't the way to run a school. It makes school a place we are afraid to come to, because with
one more absence we’ll get kicked out. Or where asking a question gets you sent to the office with a referral
for defiance. Many Black and Brown youth first have to take little brothers and sisters to school on public
transportation because our mothers work the midnight shift,
and then we end up with handcuffs on our wrists for truancy
when we’re a few minutes late to our own school.

Nationwide, students of color are more likely than white
students to receive an out-of-school suspension. Students in
several of Mississippi’s school districts face out-of-school
suspension rates that are nine times the national average, and
overwhelmingly of Black youth.® In Lawrence County,
Mississippi, Black students are eight times more likely to
receive an out-of-school suspension than white students.’

6 See, e.g., Roz Edward, “The Los Angeles Riots: Rodney King and the LAPD 20 Years Later, RollingOut.com, April 29, 2012, available
at http://rollingout.com/culture/the-los-angeles-riots-rodney-king-and-the-lapd-20-years-later/; Youth Justice Coalition, Cross the
Line, Why L.A. Must Challenge the Idea that Police Budgets are Untouchable in order to Support Youth and Build Safer Communities
(First Release June 2011; Updated, December 2012), available at www.laforyouth.org.

’ Violence Policy Center, Black Homicide Victimization in the United States: An Analysis of 2010 Homicide Data 2-3 (January 2013).
8 ACLU of Mississippi, Advancement Project, Mississippi State Conference of the NAACP, & Mississippi Coalition for the Prevention
of Schoolhouse to Jailhouse, Handcuffs on Success: The Extreme School Discipline Crisis in Mississippi Public Schools 10-12 (January
2013), available at http://www.advancementproject.org/resources/entry/handcuffs-on-success.

°Id. at 11.
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In New York City, during the 2011-12 school year, the NYPD School Safety Division arrested or ticketed more
than 11 students each day in schools. More than 95% of arrests were of Black or Latino students; 74% were
of males; and 1-in-5 arrests were of students between the ages of 11 and 14. *°

In Florida, in 2011, Black students made up 21% of the student population in Florida, but accounted for 46%
of all school-related referrals to law enforcement.™

In Philadelphia, the most recent data available from the school district showed that in 2007-2008, Black
students were 3.5 times more likely to be taken into police custody than a White student, and Latino students
were over 1.5 times more likely to be taken into custody than a White student.*?

Louisiana’s expulsion rate is five times the national rate, nearly 16,000 middle and high school students are
pushed out each year, and public schools in the state give out over 300,000 out-of-school suspensions a
year.13 Within Louisiana’s state-run Recovery School District, established to help rebuild education after
Katrina, the expulsion rate is ten times the national rate and 1 in every 4 students was suspended in a single

year, twice the statewide rate and over four times the national rate.'*

In middle class schools, they have counselors and student supports. In our schools, it’s survival of the fittest.
Poor, black and brown youth walk the streets, while rich and white walk the graduation stage. Instead of
having police and zero tolerance, why not have real counselors and peacebuilders? That's REAL school safety.

5. Positive relationships and opportunities — not guns — create safe schools.

In December 2012, youth marched 50 miles across Los Angeles County from Sylmar Juvenile Hall to the
Norwalk site of the nation’s largest Fusion Center that consolidates data from domestic police surveillance.
Along the way, they surveyed 1,642 residents. When asked what are the three most important things L.A.
could do to prevent violence and crime in our communities and schools, only 1.7% of the people surveyed
said to expel and/or suspend more youth from school; 1.8% said to lock more youth up; 2.3% said to add
more gang injunctions; and 8% said to hire more police. But, 73.4% said to give youth access to summer and
after school jobs; 43.8% said to hire “former gang members” to run prevention programs and build truces;
and 73.3% said to open youth centers after school and on weekends. *

®The New York Civil Liberties Union and Dignity in Schools Campaign-NY, Data Shows Black Students Disproportionately Arrested
at School (August 2012), available at http://www.dignityinschools.org/press-release/first-full-year-nypd-data-shows-black-
students-disproportionately-arrested-school.

" Florida Department of Juvenile Justice, Delinquency in Florida’s Schools: A Seven-Year Study(FY 2004-05 through FY 2010-11) 9
(November 2011), available at http://www.djj.state.fl.us/docs/research2/2010-11-delinquency-in-schools-analysis.pdf.

2 Youth United for Change & Advancement Project, Zero Tolerance in Philadelphia: Denying Educational Opportunities and Creating
a Pathway to Prison 9 (January 2011), available at http://www.advancementproject.org/resources/entry/zero-tolerance-in-
philadelphia-denying-educational-opportunities-and-creati.

3 Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children & National Economic and Social Rights Initiative, Pushed Out: Harsh
Discipline in Louisiana's Schools Denies the Right to Education 13, 9-10 (Spring 2010), available at
http://www.nesri.org/resources/pushed-out-report.

“1d. at 13-14, 10.

15 Survey results on file with Youth Justice Coalition, www.youth4justice.org.
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The California Endowment surveyed California
voters and found that people “strongly believe
that more mental health services and better
emergency response training for school staff are
the best strategies for preventing violence in
schools.” When asked whether hiring a school
counselor or a police officer would be more
effective at preventing violence, surveyed
voters chose counselors by more than two to
one (67% to 26%) over police. *

Research backs up what these surveys—and
common sense—are telling us: youth need
positive relationships and real connections at
school. Without these supports, we begin to
hate school, and we are more likely to act out,
get pushed out or leave.’” Schools that are strict and heavily policed actually lead to more disorder, increase
conflict between and among teachers and students; and make students less safe and more fearful.*®

The American School Counselor Association recommends that at least one counselor is needed for every 250
students. But what students are actually getting is much worse. The national average in 2010-2011 — the
most recent year that statistics have been released — is a ratio of one school guidance counselor to almost
500 students. *® In California there was only one counselor for every 1,016 students.’® And, this is just for the
traditional role of checking on students’ grades and making sure they have what they need to graduate and
get into college or a career. This doesn’t even account for the counseling needs of students to address the
much more difficult problems we face such as homelessness, violence, bullying, substance abuse or family
separation through foster care or incarceration.

In New York City public schools, there are 5,100 School Safety Agents who are employed and trained by the
New York Police Department (NYPD). By comparison, there are only about 3,000 guidance counselors. 2!

But it doesn’t have to be this way. Students and school staff can work together to create safety without
relying on armed police. Youth at Nollie Jenkins Family Center in Mississippi are studying a group of leaders
called “Scholars of Peace” that once lived in Timbuktu, Mali. These scholars scripted many Arabic manuscripts
that talked about peace keeping, astronomy and many other topics. Most importantly, the manuscripts

'® The california Endowment, Survey: Californians Say Mental Health Care and Emergency Preparedness Are Best Ways to Prevent
School Violence (2013), available at http://tcenews.calendow.org/releases/survey:-californians-say-mental-health-care-and-
emergency-preparedness-are-best-ways-to-prevent-school-violence.

7 see Randall R. Beger, “The Worst of Both Worlds,” 28 Crim. Just. Rev. 336, 340 (2003); Skiba, R., & Peterson, R. “The Dark Side of
Zero Tolerance: Can Punishment Lead to Safe Schools?,” 80 Phi Delta Kappan, 372-82 (January 1999).

% Matthew J. Mayer & Peter E. Leone, “A Structural Analysis of School Violence and Disruption: Implications for Creating Safer
Schools,” 22 Educ. & Treatment Child. 333, 352.

' American School Counselor Association, Student-to-School-Counselor Ratio 2010-2011, available at
http://www.schoolcounselor.org/files/Ratios10-11.pdf.

2.

! The New York Civil Liberties Union and Dignity in Schools Campaign-NY, Data Shows Black Students Disproportionately Arrested
at School (August 2012), available at http://www.dignityinschools.org/press-release/first-full-year-nypd-data-shows-black-
students-disproportionately-arrested-school.
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talked about creating a culture of peace. The Scholars kept the level of violence down throughout the region
through peaceful resolution to conflict. We can learn from our ancestors how to decrease school and
community violence without the violent tactics used by law enforcement.

6. Schools look and operate more and more like prisons with devastating impacts on students.
Our schools are already heavily policed, and look — and feel — like prisons.

Across the U.S., schools with School Resource Officers (SRO) have nearly five times the rate of arrests for
disorderly conduct as schools without an SRO, even when controlling for poverty. > The Los Angeles Unified
School District (LAUSD) has the largest school police department in the nation. Arrests and referrals to the
juvenile court system in LAUSD schools are much higher than in districts without police, including at least
85,000 citations and arrests in recent years — most of which were for normal youth behavior, not serious
threats to other students, staff or the school. Between 2004-2009, 47,000 tickets were issued by the Los
Angeles Police Department and the Los Angeles School Police Department (LASPD) for truancy alone. An
additional 37,500 tickets and arrests took place between 2009-2011 by just the Los Angeles School Police
Department for incidents as minor as truancy, disturbing the peace, vandalism and petty theft.”?

In a recent survey of 954 middle and high school students in the Los Angeles Unified School District, youth
reported on the police activity we have experienced in our schools: 24

* Police handcuffing students inside and outside school — 81.3%

* Police stopping and frisking students in and around school - 64.9%

* Metal detectors to enter school - 31.6%

* Police and/or security doing locker searches - 49.8%

* Police and/or security doing backpack searches - 71.3%

* Dogs are brought into and/or around school to search for drugs - 47.2%

* Students are searched or disciplined for having markers - 58.4%

* Students are searched or disciplined for having tagging on their backpack or notebooks, or for having
a “piece” book (with their drawings) - 51.8%

* Police arrest students for fist fights - 67.9% o s —

* Police arrest or pull students out of class for
talking back to teachers - 37.5%

* Police and/or security claim students are in a
gang-43.3%

* The school has a “room” for detaining
students—Ilike a police holding room —
39.1%

* Police push you to leave school at the end of
the school day when you are hanging out at
school - 40.1%

%2 Justice for Families, Families Unlocking Futures: Solutions to the Crisis in Juvenile Justice 27 (September 2012), available at
http://www.justice4families.org/media/Families Unlocking FuturesFULLNOEMBARGO.pdf.

> The Center for Public Integrity, Los Angeles school police still ticketing thousands of students (Dec. 27, 2012), available at
http://www.publicintegrity.org/2012/12/27/11984/los-angeles-school-police-still-ticketing-thousands-young-students.

2 Survey results on file with Youth Justice Coalition, www.youth4justice.org.
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* Police counsel or support students - 17.7%

* Police help solve conflicts without punishing or arresting people - 16.5%

* The school is surrounded by high security fences, barbed wire and/or security gates on the windows -
36.7%

* The school has no open grass or trees - 47.6%

* The school, police or security have stopped you from speaking out or trying to organize for changes
(such as passing out flyers) - 19.9%

* The school police or security have stopped you from having a rally or marching out of school - 21.5%

Across the country, this kind of policing in our schools is nearly always happening in response to non-violent
and minor “rule” breaking. In Meridian, Mississippi, a Black male student in the g grade was put on
probation by a youth court judge for getting into a fight. Since then, he has estimated that he has gone back
and forth between school and the juvenile court system at least thirty times. Any infraction, even some as
minor as being a few minutes late to class or wearing the wrong color socks in violation of the dress code,
was counted as a violation of his probation and resulted in immediate suspension and incarceration in the
local juvenile detention center. 2

In one of Mississippi’s largest school districts, Jackson Public Schools, only 4% of school-based arrests during
the 2010-2011 school year were for behavior that actually threatened students, staff, or the school. In fact,
the most common “offense,” accounting for one-third of all arrests on school grounds, was for “disorderly
conduct.”?® In Holmes County, Mississippi students are suspended for wearing the wrong color belts,
undershirts and shoes to school.”” Students are still paddled in Mississippi — yes, corporal punishment is still
in the Mississippi schools!*®

In Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, students have reported being arrested in school for such low-level behaviors as
talking back to an adult, smoking cigarettes, having a cell phone in school, and being late or cutting a class.”

We are already getting searched in our classrooms and hallways by police and drug-sniffing dogs; most of our
schools have more police and probation officers than guidance counselors; police raids and lock-downs of our
campuses are common and increase the violence and fear; school security, school police and local police
often increase conflicts in school or misread the roots of conflict; police and other school staff are using
language, actions and policies that are racist, homophobic, anti-immigrant and sexist - increasing violence
against individuals and groups of students; school staff no longer controls school discipline, so police regularly
arrest people for things better handled at schools; we are sent to detention for being late and sprayed with
mace for fighting, or simply arguing intensely; when fights occur, we are treated like prisoners - our schools
are put on lockdown, and everyone is ordered to eat lunch or walk the halls without talking.

% Julianne Hing, “The Shocking Details of a Mississippi School-to-Prison Pipeline,” Colorlines News for Action (Nov. 26, 2012),
available at http://colorlines.com/archives/2012/11/school prison pipeline meridian.html.

26 ACLU of Mississippi, Advancement Project, Mississippi State Conference of the NAACP, & Mississippi Coalition for the Prevention
of Schoolhouse to Jailhouse, Handcuffs on Success: The Extreme School Discipline Crisis in Mississippi Public Schools 10 (January
2013).

%’ Holmes County School District Student Handbook 2012-13, available at
http://www.holmescountyschools.com/education/components/docmgr/default.php?sectiondetailid=184&.

*® The Center for Effective Discipline, U.S.: Corporal Punishment and Paddling Statistics by State and Race,
www.stophitting.com/index.php?page=statesbanning (last visited Mar. 31, 2013).

*°Youth United for Change & Advancement Project, Zero Tolerance in Philadelphia: Denying Educational Opportunities and Creating
a Pathway to Prison 7-8 (January 2011).
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Yet, within hours of the Sandy Hook shooting, schools in our communities were increasing the presence of
police and security even more. In Grenada, Mississippi, a high school installed metal detectors. When a
student asked why, school administrators told her that the equipment was added because of the Newtown
shootings.>® In Los Angeles, LAPD Chief, Charlie Beck, implemented increased police patrols and check-ins
inside and around schools — including elementary schools. The community, students and parents were not
consulted prior to making either of these policy changes.*

And, all this occurs while our school newspapers are censored; we have little or no say in the running of our
schools or the choosing of curriculum; student, teacher and parent solutions to school safety are usually not
supported; and we still get a white-washed version of history, language and culture that adds to our anger at
school and to inter-group tension and violence.

7. Schools that are heavily policed have higher rates of school push-out
and — as a result — lower graduation rates.

Nationally, schools with high rates of suspension and expulsion also
tend to have lower test scores and lower graduation rates.*?

In Texas, a recent comprehensive study of the schools in that state
showed that repeated suspensions and expulsions predicted poor
academic outcomes. Only 40% of those students who were disciplined
11 or more times graduated from high school, and 31% of students
disciplined one or more times repeated their grade at least once.*?

8. Police in and around schools are also much more expensive than more effective school safety strategies.

A recent estimate by the Oakland, California Police Department puts the cost of training and equipping a
single rookie police officer at $165,000, and that is not even including the officer’s salary.>* That’s at least
three times what it would cost to hire a community intervention/peacebuilder, and more than twice as much
as an experienced school counselor or social worker.*®

* Galen Holley, “New safety measures at schools,” Grenada Star (Jan. 18, 2013), available at
http://www.grenadastar.com/contentitem/251377/1218/new-safety-measures-at-schools.

** Joel Rubin, Howard Blume, & Andrew Blankstein, “In wake of Newtown tragedy, LAPD to step up presence at elementary, middle
schools,” Los Angeles Times (Dec. 17, 2012), available at http://articles.latimes.com/2012/dec/17/local/la-me-lapd-security-
20121218.

*? Daniel Losen & Jonathan Gillespie, Opportunity Suspended: The Disparate Impact of Disciplinary Exclusion from School 42 (August
2012), available at http://civilrightsproject.ucla.edu/resources/projects/center-for-civil-rights-remedies/school-to-prison-
folder/federal-reports/upcoming-ccrr-research.

**The Council of State Govern ments, Justice Center, Breaking Schools’ Rules: A Statewide Study of How School Discipline Relates to
Students’ Success and Juvenile Justice Involvement xi (July 2011), available at http://justicecenter.csg.org/resources/juveniles.

** Matthai Kuruvila, “Oakland envisions 210 new officers,” SFGate (Mar. 27, 2013), available at
http://www.sfgate.com/crime/article/Oakland-chief-envisions-210-new-officers-4340891.php.

**The Labor Department reports that last year, school counselors made a median salary of $54,130. U.S. News, School Counselor:
Salary, www.money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/school-counselor/salary. Child and family social workers made a median salary
of $40,680. U.S. News, Child & Family Social Worker, www.money.usnews.com/careers/best-jobs/child-and-family-social-worker.
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Once we get arrested, the cost differences are even more
extreme. The annual average cost of a juvenile detention bed
for a young person ranges from $32,000 to $65,000, with some
bigger cities paying far more.>® For example, in New York, the
average annual cost of one bed in secure juvenile detention in
2009 was $226,320.>” The California Division of Juvenile
Justice spends, on average, $225,000 a year to lock up one
youth in a cell.*® 1t would cost the same to send three youth to
Harvard University with full tuition, room and board, books
and expenses - an estimated $59,950 - $65,150 per student.*

In addition, 81% of the youth locked up®® and 76% of the adults locked up by the state of California are
rearrested within three years of their release.*’ When our schools fail to graduate half the students, they are
threatened by state takeovers, charter school conversions, even closings. But when the police, court and
prison system fails, they get even more money to fix themselves.

In Los Angeles, just 1 percent of the funding for the Los Angeles Police Department, Los Angeles County
Sheriffs, District Attorney’s Office, City Attorney’s Office and County Probation Department is $100 million
dollars, enough to fund 50 youth center in schools and communities, each with a $500,000 a year budget,
open 3pm — midnight after school and on weekends, year around; 500 full time intervention/peacebuilders,
and 25,000 youth jobs. That doesn’t include any funding from L.A. County’s 65 other police departments. **

In the 1970s, before the massive expansion of the prison system, California had one of the best K-college
school systems in the world. But in the last 33 years, the state built 21 prisons and only one college
campus,”® and now, the state ranks first in prison spending (and second in per capita spending on
corrections),** number 49 in annual school spending for K-12,* and last in higher education spending.
Despite that history, California is investing billions more to build additional jails and prisons.*°

% Justice Policy Institute, The Dangers of Detention: The Impact of Incarcerating Youth in Detention and Other Secure Facilities 10-
11 (2011), available at http://www.justicepolicy.org/images/upload/06-11 REP DangersOfDetention JJ.pdf.

*'The Correctional Association of New York, Juvenile Detention in New York City (2012), available at
http://www.correctionalassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/05/detention fact sheet 2010.pdf.

*% The California Report, California Counties Struggle to Take Over Juvenile Justice (Mar. 23, 2011), available at
http://www.californiareport.org/archive/R201103230850/a.

** Harvard College Financial Aid Office, Overview: Cost of Attendance,
http://www.fao.fas.harvard.edu/icb/ich.do?keyword=k51861&pageid=ich.page246752 (last visited Mar. 27, 2013).

40 california Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, 2010 Juvenile Justice Outcome Evaluation Report: Youth Released from
the Division of Juvenile Justice in Fiscal Year 2004-05 10 (August 2010), available at

http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/Reports Research/docs/Recidivism%20Report.FY0405.%20FINAL.DJJ.pdf.

* california Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation, 2011 Adult Institutions Outcome Evaluation Report 55 (November 2011),
available at http://www.cdcr.ca.gov/adult research branch/Research Documents/ARB FY 0607 Recidivism Report (11-23-
11).pdf.

* Youth Justice Coalition, Cross the Line, Why L.A. Must Challenge the Idea that Police Budgets are Untouchable in order to Support
Youth and Build Safer Communities (First Release June 2011; Updated, December 2012).

* James Joyner, “America’s Prison Culture Destroying Our Future,” Outside the Beltway (Mar. 31, 2012), available at
http://www.outsidethebeltway.com/americas-prison-culture-destroying-our-future/.

* Sarah Lawrence, The Chief Justice Earl Warren Institute on Law and Social Policy at U.C. Berkeley School of Law, California in
Context: How Does California’s Criminal Justice System Compare to Other States? 7 (Sept. 2012), available at
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/files/bccj/CA in Context Policy Brief Sept 2012 Final.pdf.
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VIEW OF LA: Interventionists see youth, familes and
neighborhoods according %o their strengths and potential, and
as a key asset o LA's future. The work focuses on linking
pecple to what they need to succeed.

EAR _TO THE STREET: |Listening b the
communiy is the most essensal skil of an
interventionist,  including controling  rumors,
preventing retaliations, heanng and addressing
youth and familes’ concems, medating conficts,
and buidings truoes and cease fires between
enemy neighborhoods and indiiduals.

The Differences Between Community Intervention Workers and Law Enforcement Officers

VIEW OF L A Police are ¥ained o see youth, familes and neighborhoods based
on what's broken, what needs 1o be fixed, what is lacking, and what makes pacple

@ " either potential vicims or perpetrators. Profilng is a key aspect of police training.
(_

/ EAR TO COMMAND: Working within a military hierarchy, istening % superiors
and following orders are the most essential skills of an officer, in order o maintain
strict discipine and ensure advancement on the job.

ON THE CLOCK: LAPD Officers (and other police in L A. County) recaive
_~~ owertime for hours above a 40-hour workweek. The 40-hour week inchudes
pad lunch, sick leave and vacabion lime. They also have the option of
longer shifts, working 4 days on, 3 days off, or 3 days on 4 days off.

FADED TATQOS and tatloos removed indicate
that an inferventonist i from the streets, but no
longer ruled by the sweets. Because an
inferventionist is rooled in community, they have
the tust and relationships - both in the
neighborhood and in jads and prisons - needed to
solve conflicts and prevent future violence. This is
known in the field as a Micense to operate.”

TOOLS: A loaded gun - which is camied at all times on and off duty - (LAPD
rookies are issued a semi-automatic Glock 22.40 caliber), Oleoresin Capsicum
(OC) spray, a X26 Taser, a baton, a bullet proof vest, a radio, and handcuffs, all
the equipment necessary to ‘subdue and detain any threat * Even te best-known

A\
officers are seen by the community as “armed and polentially danqerous.” AN\/
TOOLS: A cel phone with access 1o e-mail and texts to be notified

immediately of all shoolings and emergencies. Despite the fact that many
nlerventionsts have been kiled or severely njured, they choose nol o

NO CLOCK: The City and County of LA's paid
inlerventionists are required % be on call, 24-7,
365 days a year, but are paid for only 40 hours or
less a week, In addition, 100% of both the paid
and volunleer peace workers surveyed reporied

wear bulletproof vests, because this could reduce the street credibility and
respect they need 1o build trust and save lives.

9:93538.?.#338:_5012.
SUCCESS is measured by the
- _ “ number of ives saved, the number
: of conficts soled, and the fights,
383-38.«?2!,&.

UNIFORM: Comfortable and casual, the interventionist is most often seen in a polo, hoodie or winddreaker
wih a logo andlor positive message aimed at sopping the violence. Comfortable sneakers enable them to
chase a youth down and get hem into school, out of a fght or safely home. Ther lock communicales that
thay are accessible and frindly.

SUCCESS Is measured by
drops in crime and increases
In arrests.

N\

UMIFORM. The maintenance of a crisp uniform, a badge and boots establish
an officer's demeanor as sinct, in control, and separate from the civiian
worldicommunity.

T R A V.S ICIITIE Salary (without overtime), benefits, uniform, equipment, training and car: XTI
This does not include supervision, life insurance and retirement/pension costs, all of which are also paid from local tax revenues.

Cost to tax payers of an experienced Community Intervention/Peace Worker goxgz 85% of L.A. County’s Community Intervention/Peace Workers
are volunteers. 10% work part-time for $8-§13 an hour. The YJC estimates that app 5% of interventionists - about 50 people in the County -
receive full-time salaries through City or County funds at an average* annual cost of U ooo LIALES: per person, including FT salaries ranging from $18,000 -

$35,000, minimum benefits, one-time equipment costs consisting of a phone, and minimal training costs. Even salaried intervention workers report that they
pay for their monthly phone charges, travel (gas and maintenance on their own car), and uniform. Interventionists do not receive life insurance or
government retirement/pensions. A minufe number of peace workers eam more than $35,000 a year. Most have been doing the work for years, some for decades.

Fareed Zakaria, “Zakaria: Incarceration nation,” CNN (Mar. 30, 2012), available at
http://globalpublicsquare.blogs.cnn.com/2012/03/30/zakaria-incarceration-nation-2/.

45
46

See Hansook Oh & Mona Adem, “California budgets $1 billion more to prisons than higher education and leaves students

hanging,” Daily Sundial (Sept. 19, 2012), available at http://sundial.csun.edu/2012/09/california-budgets-1-billion-more-to-prisons-

than-higher-education-and-leaves-students-hanging/.
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Unfortunately, California is not alone. Across the country, we are spending more on policing and locking up
youth and other people, and less on schools. In 2008-2009, for 33 of the 50 states, spending on corrections
consumed a larger proportion of state general fund dollars than it had in the previous year, and general fund
spending for K-12 and higher education decreased.*’

Even the federal government’s National Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention Coalition, does not
prioritize increased law enforcement in either schools or the streets in its 2013-2014 recommendations to
the administration on how to promote safe communities. Instead, NJJDPC calls for the President to: Restore
federal leadership in juvenile justice policy; Support and prioritize prevention, early intervention, and
diversion strategies; Ensure safety and fairness for court involved youth; Remove youth from the adult
criminal justice system; and Support youth reentry. *®

9. Students who are pushed out of school are most often pushed into an inferior, substandard education.

Once we are pushed out, we often find ourselves isolated in our local districts’ least resourced schools —
alternative, continuation and probation schools with far less mental health and special education (IEP)
classes, little enrichment (sports, music and arts), and none of the college prep classes necessary for entrance
to a university. These are the very resources that provide college and career options necessary for the
economic survival and progress of all students, without which, many of us are trapped in poverty - surviving
on sweatshop wages, forced into the military, or hustling on the streets until we end up as slave labor within
the prison system or as a mortician’s paycheck.

For example, in Atlanta, until a lawsuit was filed, the school district’s alternative school program was run by a
private company that ran the school like a prison, subjected students to routine body searches, left them
unprotected against violence, and failed to educate them.*

In Mississippi, staff at an alternative school engaged in the practice of shackling youth to railings and poles for
minor misbehaviors.>® And youth and parents of youth attending Mississippi’s alternative schools have
reported that these schools are a place where students can sleep all day, every day if they choose, where
teachers don’t teach (one teacher was painting her fingernails when a parent visited!) and where teachers
simply direct students to fill out worksheets, instead of helping them learn.>*

In California, a youth who spent most of his teenage years in Los Angeles County probation camps was
awarded a high school diploma — despite the fact that he was unable to read or write.”> And the ACLU has

* NAACP Smart and Safe Campaign, Misplaced Priorities: Over Incarcerate, Under Educate 13 (May 2011), available at
http://www.naacp.org/pages/misplaced-priorities.

*® National Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Coalition, Promoting Safe Communities: Recommendations for the
Administration, Opportunities for Juvenile Justice & Delinquency Prevention Reform 2 (2013 —2014), available at
http://www.sentencingproject.org/doc/NJJDP%20Coalition%20Recommendations-Promoting%20Safe%20Communities%2002-13-
13.pdf.

* Gracie Bonds Staples, “Lawsuit dropped against firm running Atlanta’s alternative school,” The Atlanta Journal-Constitution (July
31, 2009), available at http://www.ajc.com/news/news/local/lawsuit-dropped-against-firm-running-atlantas-alte/nQJxg/.

% press Release, Southern Poverty Law Center, Settlement of SPLC Suit to End Brutal Treatment of Students (May 25, 2012),
available at http://www.splcenter.org/get-informed/news/settlement-of-splc-suit-to-end-brutal-treatment-of-students.

*!1d. at 36-37.

> Troy Anderson, “ACLU is suing Lancaster youth probation camp,” Daily News Los Angeles (Jan. 12 2010), available at
http://www.dailynews.com/breakingnews/ci 14175878.
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sued the Challenger Memorial Youth Center, an alternative school, for making youth paint buildings and pull
weeds, instead of teaching them, as well as for some other of the “most egregious failures to deliver
education and rehabilitative services to incarcerated youth ever documented in the nation.””?

More and more students are being forced out of comprehensive schools into alternative schools. The
National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) estimates that in the seven years between 1994 and 2001, the
number of “alternative schools” in our school districts has sharply increased from 2,606 to over 10,000.>*

10. Students who are pushed out are more likely to be victimized by the violence of the streets.
Injury, incarceration and homicide rates disproportionately impact out-of-school youth.

Nationally, youth without a high school diploma are
eight times more likely to go to prison — 68% of the
people in prison have no high school diploma,* and
about one in every 10 young male high school
dropouts is in jail or juvenile detention, compared
with one in 35 young male high school graduates. *®

Once in the prison system, we are also blocked from
many educational, housing and job opportunities,
making our success even more difficult. This means
greater poverty for both us and our families. The _ -
system isn’t working to prepare us to return home, F* vu 3
isn’t making communities safer, and is bankrupting our states’ abilities to provide education, jobs and
community-based youth programs that would reduce violence and crime. Lock ups also cause increased
“gang” violence and race hatred, drug dependency, and mental illness.

Even more serious than incarceration, when we are on the street, we are in much more danger. In fact,
school is by far the safest place in our communities — we are even more likely to be killed or injured in our
homes than in our schools. And the streets — where most out-of-school youth spend most of our time — is the
most likely place for Black and Brown youth in the U.S. to be killed.

Nationally, in 2010, an average of 13 young people between the ages of 10 to 24 were victims of homicide
each day.57 On Philadelphia streets, there have been 3,084 homicides between January 2006 and December
2012.>® In Chicago, since 2008, more than 530 youth have been killed with nearly 80% of the homicides

>1d.

> ACLU Mississippi, Missing the Mark: Alternative Schools in the State of Mississippi 14 (Feb. 2009), available at
http://www.aclu.org/pdfs/racialjustice/missingthemark report.pdf.

> Fight Crime Invest in Kids, School or the Streets: Crime and America’s Dropout Crisis (2008), available at
http://www.fightcrime.org/state/usa/reports/school-or-streets-crime-and-americas-dropout-crisis-2008.

**Sam Dillon, “Study Finds High Rate of Imprisonment Among Dropouts,” The New York Times (Oct. 8, 2009), available at
http://www.nytimes.com/2009/10/09/education/09dropout.html.

>’ Center for Disease Control, Youth Violence Facts at a Glance (2012) (citing Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, National
Center for Injury Prevention and Control. Web-based Injury Statistics Query and Reporting System (WISQARS) [online] (2010)).

*% #GunCrisis: Philadelphia, Mapped: 3,084 homicides in Philadelphia from January 1, 2006 through yesterday (Dec. 19, 2012),
www.guncrisis.org/2012/12/19/new-map-3084-homicides-from-january-1-2006-through-december-18-2012/ (last visited Mar. 28,
2013).
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occurring in 22 African-American or Latino communities on the city's South, Southwest and West Sides.”® The
largest numbers of deaths were of youth between the ages of 18 and 20°° — the age at which we start to face
the lack of hope and opportunity that exists for out-of-school youth.

The numbers of youth deaths and shootings in Chicago have not been significantly reduced despite efforts by
Chicago politicians and police or the concentration of police officers in neighborhoods with high homicides.®
Community members, youth advocates and youth themselves consistently say that it is nearly impossible to
address violence without addressing “extreme racial and economic segregation, lack of job opportunities,
limited access to higher education, violence-plagued and under-funded public schools, and a general feeling
of hopelessness and marginalization among many Chicago residents.”®*

11. School safety policies based on fear also exclude as volunteers and school staff many of the people who
are most qualified to build and maintain safe schools.

Blocking access of people with court convictions to work or volunteer in schools serves as a barrier to family
involvement, although numerous studies have proven that students do better in school when our families are
present. In addition, these restrictions eliminate the very people who are in the best position to build safer
schools and communities.®®> Unlike police, many people with system experience understand best why
troubled youth are struggling in school and can help us stay in school and avoid the traps of the streets and
incarceration. They also often have the community relationships and respect needed to solve and prevent
future school and neighborhood violence.

12. Schools that are heavily policed also exist in communities that are heavily policed.

On our way to school in the morning, surrounding our schools during the day, after school, nights and on
weekends, we are constantly targeted by racist policies ranging from police stop-and-frisks also known as
“bump-ups;” to surveillance from camera and helicopter-filled “ghetto bird” skies; to saturation policing on
our public transportation, in our housing developments and on our streets. We live in a constant state of fear
and paranoia.

Large numbers of law enforcement in schools and communities have also contributed to the labeling of
students as “gang members.” In California, youth as young as 10 are entered onto the statewide CalGang
Database without notifying them or their parents, without an opportunity to appeal, without clear rights to
removal and — once labeled — are often excluded from positive school opportunities and treated differently

> Kari Lydersen & Carlos Javier Ortiz, “More young people are killed in Chicago than any other American city,” The Chicago
Reporter (Jan. 25, 2012), available at http://www.chicagoreporter.com/news/2012/01/more-young-people-are-killed-chicago-any-
other-american-city.

.

.

*21d.

63 See, e.g., Evanthia N. Patrikakou, Center on Innovation & Improvement, The Power of Parent Involvement: Evidence, Ideas, and
Tools for Student Success (2008) (finding that parent involvement and school-family partnerships, well beyond early childhood and
into high school, play a major role in young people’s learning behavior), available at
http://www.centerii.org/techassist/solutionfinding/resources/PowerParlnvolve.pdf.
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by both school personnel and school police.** Understandably, policing practices such as these push away
many youth from school altogether at a time when we need the safety and positive opportunities schools
have to offer more than ever. But similar databases modeled after CalGang have been established
throughout the nation.®

13. Officials have focused on harsh prosecution and punishment that impact youth of color at much higher
rates.

Since the Sandy Hook shooting, many officials are
again pushing for harsher court penalties for
youth. In the past, laws including gun and gang
enhancements, mandatory minimums, and
transfer of youth into adult court have
disproportionately impacted youth of color and
have led to extreme life sentences for youth
across the nation, even in cases where no one was
injured or killed.

Nationwide, black youth receive the sentence of
Life Without the Possibility of Parole (LWOP) at a
rate 10 times greater than that of white youth, ,
based on an estimate from 2005.% In California, African American youth were 22.5 times more likely, and in
Pennsylvania, Latino youth were 10 times more likely to receive an LWOP sentence than white youth.®’
Pennsylvania leads the world in the sentencing of youth to LWOP where nearly 500 incarcerated people are
currently serving LWOP sentences for crimes they committed as juveniles, and will die behind bars unless
laws change.®®

Recent U.S. Supreme Court cases have found that the sentencing of youth to LWOP for non-homicide cases,
and in cases where youth are under 14 constitutes cruel and unusual punishment.®® While these cases signify
small steps toward progress, tens of thousands of youth are also serving sentences so long that they will not
live to see their first parole hearing, even though they are not technically serving LWOP sentences.
Mandatory minimums and gun and gang enhancements that are being proposed since the Newtown shooting
are guaranteed to further criminalize youth of color and will lead to extreme and inhumane sentencing of us
and our family members. The United States represents 5% of the world’s population, but has 25% of the

® Youth Justice Coalition, Tracked and Trapped: Youth of Color, Gang Databses and Gang Injunctions (Dec. 2012) (exposing abuses
of the CalGang Databse, which includes youth as young as 10 years old, without rights to notification, appeal, removal, and
resources), available at http://www.youth4justice.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/12/TrackedandTrapped.pdf.

& E.g., Northeast Gang Information System (NEGIS) in Massachusetts and neighboring Northeastern states. Several states,
including Arizona, Colorado, Florida, and Illinois have also passed legislation enabling the creation of gang databases. National
Gang Center, Gang-Related Legislation by Subject: Gang Databases, www.nationalgangcenter.gov/Legislation/Databases (last
visited Mar. 28, 2013).

% Press Release, Human Rights Watch, United States: Thousands of Children Sentenced to Life without Parole (Oct. 12, 2005),
available at http://www.hrw.org/news/2005/10/11/united-states-thousands-children-sentenced-life-without-parole.

Id.

% Juvenile Law Center, “Juvenile Life Without Parole,” www.jlc.org/current-initiatives/promoting-fairness-courts/juvenile-life-
without-parole (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

 Miller v. Alabama, 132 S. Ct. 2455 (2012); Graham v. Florida, 130 S. Ct. 2011 (2009).
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world’s prison population.”® And, the U.S. remains the only country in the world that sentences youth to die
. . 71
in prison.

14. Guns are much more likely to kill unintended victims than targets.

The National Rifle Association has recommended that teachers be armed to protect students.”” California
Senator Barbara Boxer has introduced legislation to have the National Guard and additional armed police at
schools across the country.” In rural Arizona, unpaid volunteers with the Sheriffs Department are patrolling
the schools with guns,forfree.74

For all of us who have grown up around guns, the idea that guns make us safer is ridiculous. America is
addicted to guns, and that addiction is killing us:

* The U.S. government estimated there were 310 million firearms owned by civilians in 2009 - nearly as
many weapons as the total population.”

* The U.S. has the highest gun ownership in the world
— there is an average of 88 guns for every 100
people in America, compared to six guns per 100
people in England.’

e Every year, there is an average of about 30,000
firearm deaths in the U.S..”’

e Over a million people have been killed with guns in
the United States since 1968 when Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr. and Robert F. Kennedy were
assassinated.”®

* If you compare the U.S. to the other 22 populated,
high-income countries, 80% of all firearm deaths
happen here.”

’® American Civil Liberties Union, Infographic: Combating Mass Incarceration — The Facts (June 17, 2011), www.aclu.org/combating-
mass-incarceration-facts-0 (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

" Juvenile Law Center, “Juvenile Life Without Parole,” www.jlc.org/current-initiatives/promoting-fairness-courts/juvenile-life-
without-parole (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

72 4prm teachers, NRA official suggests,” NBCNews.com (Mar. 25, 2013), available at
http://www.nbchews.com/id/7297575/#.UVTYIZOcfeo.

73 press Release, U.S. Senator Barbara Boxer, Boxer Introduces Legislation to Strengthen School Safety (Dec. 19, 2013), available at
http://boxer.senate.gov/en/press/releases/121912.cfm.

"* Fernanda Santos, “An Added Mission for Arizona Sheriff’'s Immigration Posse: School Patrols,” The New York Times (Jan. 16,
2013), available at http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/17/us/arizona-sheriff-adds-school-patrols-to-posses-duties.html.

7> William J. Krouse, Congressional Research Service, Gun Control Legislation 8 (Nov. 14, 2012), available at
http://assets.opencrs.com/rpts/RL32842 20121114.pdf.

7% Simon Rogers, “DataBlog: Gun homicides and gun ownership listed by country,” The Guardian (July 22, 2012), available at
http://www.guardian.co.uk/news/datablog/2012/jul/22/gun-homicides-ownership-world-list.

77 GunPolicy.org, United States — Gun Facts, Figures and the Law, www.gunpolicy.org/firearms/region/united-states (last visited
Mar. 28, 2013).

78 Bill Weir, “Gun Deaths: A Familiar American Experience,” ABC News (July 21, 2012), available at
http://abcnews.go.com/blogs/headlines/2012/07/gun-deaths-a-familiar-american-experience/.

’® Erin G. Richardson & David Hemenway, “Homicide, Suicide and Unintentional Firearm Fatality: Comparing the United States with
Other High-Income Countries, 2003,“ 70 J. Trauma Inj. Infection & Critical Care 238, 240 (June 2010).
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e From 1976 to 2005, 77 percent of murder victims between the ages of 15-17 died from gun-related
injuries.80

e An estimated 41% of gun-related homicides and 94% of gun-related suicides would not happen if no
guns had been present.?!

«  Gun related suicides are at their highest rate since 1998; nearly 20,000 people in 2010.%2

« Guns in the home lead to higher rates of homicides, suicides and unintentional shootings.”’ This
includes increasing the chance of a suicide by three to five times than in homes without guns.® A
simple fight between family members turns into a murder; a bad night with too much alcohol turns
into a suicide; and childhood game turns into an accidental killing.

« Approximately 500,000 guns are stolen every year.®*® So guns bought for home and business
protection also end up on the streets in significant numbers.

¢ And numerous school shootings — including the most recent murders at Sandy Hook Elementary
School — occurred when people took guns purchased “legally” by their own family members.®

* Across the nation, gun homicides are down to their lowest levels since 1981. But, what’s not being
reported is that gun injuries are going up.®’” No doubt, there is a lot of good work happening by
youth and intervention workers to hold down peace in many communities, and that is saving lives.
But, we think there’s another reason why homicide is down while attempted murders and other gun
injuries are up — medical advances are keeping more people alive. It’s important to look at injuries we
are suffering, not just homicides.

15. Any gun control strategy has to address gun manufacturing,
as well as how the guns get to our streets.

Traditional gun control strategies will do little to impact gun
violence in poor communities and communities of color.

Here’s what we do know — no one in the hood makes quns.

Until a few years ago, and for the past four decades when Los
Angeles was known as the “gang capital of the world,” LA,
Orange and Riverside Counties also made up the “ring of fire” — the world’s leading manufacturer of guns —
including handguns. At one point, it was estimated that in 1992 alone, approximately 577,000 crimes were

8 National Institute of Justice, Who Is Most Affected by Gun Violence?, www.nij.gov/topics/crime/gun-violence/affected.htm (last
visited Mar. 28, 2013).

81 Douglas J. Wiebe, PhD., “Homicide and Suicide Risks Associated With Firearms in the Home: A National Case-Control Study,” 41
Annals Emergency Med. 771-82 (2003).

82 FactCheck.org, Firearm Facts, www.factcheck.org/UploadedFiles/2012/12/FirearmFacts.png (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

# Susan Perry, “The health risk of having a gun in the home, Minneapolis Post (Dec. 17, 2012), available at
http://www.minnpost.com/second-opinion/2012/12/health-risk-having-gun-home.

8 |llinois Council Against Handgun Violence, Facts About Suicide and Gun Violence, www.ichv.org/facts-about-suicide-and-gun-
violence/ (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

% Johns Hopkins University, “Fact Sheet: Stolen Guns,” www.jhsph.edu/research/centers-and-institutes/johns-hopkins-center-for-
gun-policy-and-research/publications/guns_theft fs.pdf (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

% See Michael Melia & Ted Shaffrey, “Adam Lanza, Newtown Gunman, Had An Arsenal of Weapons, Gun Safe, Swords, Search
Warrants Reveal,” HuffingtonPost.com (Mar. 28, 2013), available at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/03/28/newtown-
shooting-search-warrants n 2970351.html.

87 FactCheck.org, Firearm Facts, www.factcheck.org/UploadedFiles/2012/12/FirearmFacts.png (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).
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committed with a handgun manufactured by companies related to the “ring of fire.”®® Where was the

accountability for the people who make the guns and rake in billions of profits? As the 11, 12 and 13 year-
olds get life sentences or a six-foot grave, the gun manufacturers make billions in profits. Similarly, the ports
and train yards of Los Angeles County continue to export more weapons than any other place in the world.
The horrific increase in gun violence in Mexico is directly connected to guns made in the U.S. More than
47,000 people in Mexico have been killed in the past six years. And in the past five years, Mexican authorities
have recovered 68,000 guns that have been traced back to the United States — including some to law
enforcement and the military.®’

And the situation is getting worse. Gun manufacturing is up. The number of guns manufactured each year in
the U.S. grew from 2.9 million in 2001 to nearly 5.5 million in 2010.°° Another 2.84 million foreign-made
guns were imported in 2010.**

In 2008, the firearms industry in the U.S. made $31 billion, up $12 billion from 2008 earnings.’” In 2011, U.S.
companies manufactured more than 6.1 million guns, nearly doubling what was produced in 2007 — 3.7
million.*®

We agree with President Obama’s and advocates’ plans to ban assault weapons and increase background
checks. But, this will do little to impact the bloodshed on our streets. Black and Latino youth are rarely killed
by so-called “legal guns,” and many of our states already have strict gun laws.

To save our lives, this is what’s needed:

* Saturate our communities with jobs. Make it easier
to find a job or a youth center than to find a gun. It’s
no mystery why we’re on the street — we need to eat.

* Fill  every neighborhood and school with
peacebuilders that can build truces and cease fires
between groups, reduce rumors and retaliations, and
take guns from the streets and redirect people to
opportunities.

* Create school and community education programs to
reduce America’s addiction to guns.

* Address Post Traumatic Stress Disorder among people
who have experienced extreme violence to reduce our perceived need to be armed to protect
ourselves.

8 pgs Frontline, Ring of Fire Guns and Crime, www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/guns/ring/crime.html (last visited Mar.
28,2013).

¥ pete Yost, “Guns in Mexico Traced to U.S.,” Washington Post (April 27, 2012), available at
http://articles.washingtonpost.com/2012-04-27/politics/35454066 1 operation-fast-and-furious-assault-weapons-gun-traffic.

% Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, Firearms Commerce in the United States: Annual Statistical Update 2012 1
(2012), available at http://www.atf.gov/publications/firearms/050412-firearms-commerce-in-the-us-annual-statistical-update-
2012.pdf.

" d.

% Harry Bradford, “25 statistics on the Firearm Industry,” HuffingtonPost.com (Dec. 14, 2012), available at
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/14/statistics-firearms-industry n 2303336.html.

93 FactCheck.org, Firearm Facts, www.factcheck.org/UploadedFiles/2012/12/FirearmFacts.png (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).
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* Each murder costs as much as $17 million in police investigation, court and incarceration costs — and
that doesn’t even include first responder, medical and burial expenses.”® Overall, gun violence costs
taxpayers $100 billion a year, with over $15 billion attributable to gun violence against youth.”> For
every decrease in the attempted murder and homicide rates, redirect the cost savings back to our
communities for increased jobs and the positive solutions called for in this statement. After all, if
we’re building and maintaining peace in our schools and communities, we should benefit not officials
and law enforcement.

* Increase gun buy-back programs where people can turn in guns — no questions asked — for food or
cash. Destroy all guns that are collected.

* Stop the manufacturing and sale of handguns.

* Stop the ability of gun manufacturers to donate to political campaigns, and — until that’s possible —
expose where officials get their money. In 2012, 96 percent of the 3 million dollars donated to
political campaigns by gun lobbyists went to Republicans.’®

* Go after people who use their ability to pass the background check to buy weapons and ammunition
from gun stores and gun shows and resell them to the streets.

* Eliminate sales of weapons and ammunition at gun shows, swap meets and online.

* Hold gun manufacturers responsible for homicides and injuries in the same way that cigarette
manufacturers are held accountable and have to pay for prevention, intervention and health care
costs.

* Address police use of deadly force and replace law

negotiation skills and non-lethal technology.

16. America’s addiction to guns corresponds with our
reliance on armed law enforcement to solve all school and
community problems.

We know first-hand that the military technology used to
arm America’s aggression and wars outside the U.S. are
also used on our streets and in our schools. Police in
communities of color are armed with helicopters, battering rams, militarized swat units and high-powered
assault weapons, because the unfortunate mentality is that they are engaged in an urban war against civilian
populations.

Fontana Unified School District police in Fontana, California purchased fourteen Colt LE6940 rifles last fall,
and they were delivered the first week of December — a week before the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary
School.”” The school police already carry revolvers. Over the holiday break, the district's 14 school police
officers received 40 hours of training on the high-powered assault rifles that the school police bought with
fingerprinting fees. Police claimed that the rifles were needed to protect students, although the decision was

> Matt Delisi, et. al., “Murder by the numbers: monetary costs imposed by a sample of homicide offenders, 21 J. Forensic
Psychiatry & Psychol. 501, 506 (August 2010).

» Philip J. Cook & Jens Ludwig, “The Costs of Gun Violence Against Children,” 12 The Future of Children 86, 97 (2002).

% Harry Bradford, “25 statistics on the Firearm Industry,” HuffingtonPost.com (Dec. 14, 2012), available at
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/12/14/statistics-firearms-industry n 2303336.html.

% Stephen Ceasar, “Fontana school police are armed with semiautomatic rifles,” Los Angeles Times (Jan. 23, 2013), available at
http://articles.latimes.com/2013/jan/23/local/la-me-fontana-rifles-20130124.
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made without the request by students or parents, and without any school district hearing or community
- 98
oversight.

Meanwhile, with all the money spent to hire and arm school resource officers and school police, there’s no
funds left for the resources that do work to build safer schools.

17. There is a real and legitimate fear of law enforcement in poor communities and communities of color
that must be addressed if we are ever to solve violence in our nation.

For youth of color, having police in and around our schools scares
many of us away. A lot of our parents felt they had to teach us at a
young age how to protect ourselves when getting stopped by the
police — not because they expected us to be criminals, but because
they knew the police would treat most of us like we were criminals.

LL
U.S. law enforcement — in the streets, in schools, and in detention
centers and prisons — has a long and continuing record as an .
oppressive force that has specifically targeted, harassed, assaulted
and taken the lives of far too many youth of color.

From 2007 to the present, at least 232 community members, at least !

195 of who whom were people of color and mostly black and brown E

youth, have been killed by an “officer-involved” gunshot.”® In 2012 Thls s nntagun n"s is notagun This is not a ¢
alone, 120 Black people were killed by the police in the United States, SEREE = "r' % "
that’s one every 36 hours, 29% of who were youth under the age of SN
2.5 s s | s ‘s | s s

This is not a gun Thls is not a gun Thls is not a g
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The fear, mistrust, and trauma caused by police violence are real and
painful for us. From Trayvon Martin in Sanford, Sean Bell in New York
City, Devon Brown in Los Angeles, Oscar Grant in Oakland, Michael
Nida in Downey, and Kendrec McDade in Pasadena to thousands of other victims of police killings and their
families — too many of us have experienced the horrific effects of gun violence at the hands of law
enforcement officers.

In signing this statement, we challenge President Obama, Vice President Biden, state and local officials, and
all law enforcement to do what’s right — not what’s political. Don’t only support, but also implement, our
recommendations. In doing this, those that are considered decision-makers will recognize us as essential
experts in violence prevention, and will, most importantly, honor our safety, our schools, and our lives.

Sincerely,

Youth of Color from Across the United States (Our names are listed below, beginning on the next page.)

% Gillian Flaccus, “Fontana School Rifles: California Schools Get High-Powered Colt 6940 Guns,” HuffingtonPost.com (Jan. 23, 2013),
available at http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/01/23/fontana-calif-schools-get n 2535373.html.

% Los Angeles Times, Homicide Report: Circumstances Officer-Involved, http://144.142.232.68/homicide/circumstance/officer-
involved-shooting/ (last visited Mar. 28, 2013).

1% Malcolm X Grassroots Movement, Report on the Extrajudicial Killings of 120 Black People: January 1 to June 30, 2012 5 (July
2012), available at http://mxgm.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/07 24 Report all rev protected.pdf.
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Youth of Color

Matthew Abularach Macias, MEChA de UCLA, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Idalmi Acosta, Sistas and Brothas United, Bronx, NY

Kiara Adam, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles

Jesse Aguiar, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Kenia Alcocer, Unién de Vecinos, Los Angeles

Jose Alejandro, Oakland, CA

Daniel Alfaro, Boston, MA

Noor Alhuda, Students For Justice In Palestine, University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB)
Mayra Alvarado, City Year, San Jose, CA

Jennifer Alvarez, Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education, University of California, Irvine (UCI)
Claudia Ambriz, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Marlene Arazo, East Los Angeles

Judith Arias Franco, Boston, MA

Sophia Armen, University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB)

Cameron Aviles, NC Heat, Wake County, NC

Manny Ayala, South Central Los Angeles

Byron Barahona, University of California, Los Aneles (UCLA)

Tatiana Barksdale, Boston, MA

Isaac Barrera, Youth Justice Coalition, East Los Angeles

Andrea Barrios, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Maria Alba Barrios, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Nidia Barrios, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Diego Basdeo, QPOC COOP, Portland, OR

Jerry Bates, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Shiva Bayat, Arab Cultural and Community Center, San Francisco, CA

Mohammed Bellaftouh, Youth Justice Coalition, Inglewood, CA

Angela Bonilla, Portland, OR

Darius Bowers, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Aurelia Brambila, South Central Los Angeles

Anais Bravo, San Gabriel Valley Immigrant Youth Coalition, CA

Jordan Brooks, Teen Bloc, Pittsburgh, PA

Taylor Broom, Coalition for Educational Justice, Los Angeles, CA

Aidan Caballero, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

Jennifer Camacho, Boston, MA

Yannina Casillas, University of California, Hastings Law School, (UCH)

David Emmanuelle Castillo, La Unidon Estudiantil de la Raza, Riverside, CA

Christina Cathey, Action Communication and Education Reform (ACER), Duck Hill, MS
Thelma Chavez, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Lloyd Cheatom, Community Empowerment Association, Pittsburgh, PA

Ron Collins, Labor/Community Strategy Center - Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles
Salena Contreras, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Randarious Cooper, Nollie Jenkins Family Center, Lexington, MS

Belen Cornejo, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)

Ashley Coutino Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Christopher Covington, California Conference for Education and Justice, Long Beach, CA
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Tamia Craig, POWER U, Miami, FL

Rataya Crenshaw, Seattle Young People’s Project, Seattle, WA

Tanisha Denard, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Cindy Delgado, Youth Justice Coalition, East Los Angeles

Dennis Denman, Washington State University, Pullman, Washington

Adrian Denton, Westchester High School Enriched Science Magnet, Los Angeles
Josue Diaz, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Miguel Diaz, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Katelyn Diego, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Champagne Dubose, Youth Justice Coalition, Inglewood, CA

Fabiola Duenas, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Jasmine Dumay, Boston, MA

Bridgette Dupree, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Daisy Echevarria, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Jesse Elmore, Californians for Educational Justice, Long Beach, CA

Eiliana Esparza, Humboldt, CA

Zuriel Espinosa, Dream Team L.A., Los Angeles

Jonathan Estala, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Ana Exiga, MEChA de East Los Angeles College, CA

Negin Fatahi, Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education, University of California, Irvine (UCI)
Junior Figueroa, South Central Los Angeles

Luz Maria Flores, MEChA de East LA College, Los Angeles, CA

Monica Flores, San Francisco, CA

Remieke Forbes, Boston, MA

Mayra Franco, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Bryan Fuentes, Legacy L.A., East Los Angeles

Loren Fulcher, Californians for Justice, San Francisco, CA

Aaron Galaviz, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Jose Gallegos, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Melissa Gamble, Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education, University of California, Irvine (UCI)
David Gandara, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Cristian Garcia, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Diana Garcia, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Evelyn Garcia, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Jazmin Garcia, Community Rights Campaign, Los Angeles

Kenneth Garcia, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Andrea Gaspar, Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education, University of California Irvine (UCI)
Jaritza Geigel, Make the Road New York, Brooklyn, NY

Cinthia Gonzalez, Labor Community Strategy Center / Community Rights Campaign, San Francisco, CA
Gloria Gonzalez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Brian Gomez, South Central Los Angeles

Marisela Gomez-Castellanos, Expres ARTE, Madison, WI

Gloria Gonzalez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Jonathan Gonzalez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Jayme Green, South Central Los Angeles

Shaquita Griffin, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Marouane Guidi, Sistas and Brothas United, Bronx, NY
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Sonia Guinansaca, New York State Youth Leadership Council

Azucena Gutierrez, University of California, Santa Barbara (UCSB)

Maria Gutierrez, MEChA de UCLA, (University of California, Los Angeles)
Leticia Guzman, East Los Angeles

Conisha T. Hackett, McComb Youth Council, McComb, MS

Shawana Hannah, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Ayanna Harris, Pitzer College, Claremont, CA

Shareice Haulcy, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Deborah Hawkins, Sunflower County Parent Student Organization, Indianola, MS
Javviel Hernandez, Opportunities for Learning, Los Angeles

Stephanie Hernandez, Los Angeles

Pardeep Heyer, Eyes on Arizona Collective, San Jose, CA

Lakhiyia Hicks, Chicago

Sergio Hill, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Jesus Holguin, Environmental Justice League of Rhode Island

David Hollingsworth, Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education, University of California, Irvine (UCI)
Nelsy Hoyos, Boston, MA

Ismael lllescas, El Congreso, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Camille Imbo, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Charlie James, South Central Los Angeles

Jasmine Jauregui, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Zinab Jawed, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Steve Jimenez, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Leshay Jones, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Welbere Jones, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Ariel Juarez, East Los Angeles

Brandon Jackson, Youth Justice Coalition, Watts, Los Angeles

Mary Molly Jane, High Off Ink, Los Angeles

Laurence Jeffery, Los Angeles

Wynton T. Johnson, Men Making Change (MMAC), Long Beach, CA
Craigesha Jones, Citizens for a Better Greenville, Greenville, MS

Ana Lopez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Parshan Khosravi, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Jenny Kim, Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education, University of California, Irvine (UCI)
Kenneth Ko, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles

Camila Lacques, MEChA de UCLA, (University of California, Los Angeles)
Emilio Lacques, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Jonathan Lebron, Boston, MA

Amanda Lee, High Off Ink, Los Angeles

Tommy Lee, Oakland, CA

Wei Lee, Asian Students Promoting Immigrant Rights through Education, San Francisco, CA
Johanna Leiva, Expres ARTE, Madison, WI

Julia Lemus, South Central Los Angeles

Kandee Lewis, Positive Results, Los Angeles

Sonyae Lewis, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Marco Loera, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Marquiesha Lofton, Youth Justice Coalition, Hawthorne, CA
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Lorena Lopez, South Central Los Angeles

Cesar Luna, Los Angeles

Jose Luna, Los Angeles

Lerry Maradinga, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Julio Marquez, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Aaron Martinez, South Central Los Angeles

Brenda Martinez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Michael Martinez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Norberto Martinez, South Central Los Angeles

Taylor Mason, Coalition to End Sheriff Violence, Los Angeles
Minishae McDonald, Black Organizing Project, Oakland, CA

Molly McDonough, Raleigh, NC

Rachel McGuire, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles

Marcus McRae, Los Angeles, CA

Leslie Mendoza, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

DeAndrew Menifield, Youth Justice Coalition, Inglewood, CA

Saul Merida, Youth Justice Coalition, Watts, Los Angeles

Amatullah Mervin, Boston Area Youth Organizing Project, Boston, MA
Jeanny Mejia, Boston, MA

Shamik Miley, Center for Community Alternatives, Brooklyn, NY
Leonel Miramontes, South Central Los Angeles

Breana Mirilli Wisniewski, Madison, WI

Adam Mitchell, Philadelphia Student Union, Philadelphia, PA

Aileen Mokuria, SOKA University, Orange County, CA

Jaylen Montes, Boston, MA

Brittany Moore, SCCCOR, CA

Kimberly Moreno, South Central Los Angeles

Zon Moua, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Chanel Mozer, South Central Los Angeles

Rosalva Nava, COFI/POWER-PAC, Chicago

Michael Navarro, East Los Angeles

Desire Neale, Youth Justice Coalition, Hawthorne, CA

Solymar Sola Negrdn, Algarabia Literacy Project/Proyecto de Creacion Literaria, Riverside, CA,
Anthony Ng, Asian Pacific Legal Center, Los Angeles

Teresa Nguyen, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles
Rosendo Novarro, La Causa Youth Build, East Los Angeles
Giovannie Nufiez, MEChA de UCLA, (University of California, Los Angeles)
Jonathan Nufiez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Kayla Oats, Fannie Lou Hamer Center for Change, Eupora, MS
Nathan Okonina, South Central Los Angeles

Alexus Ortiz, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Maegan Ortiz, Los Angeles

Javier Ortiz, East Los Angeles

Tavean Osborne, Critical Exposure, Washington, DC

Daniel Ossoey, El Camino College, Los Angeles
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Henry Paredes, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Juan Pefa, Youth Justice Coalition, Wilmington, CA

Marissa Pefla, Communities Against the Prison Industrial Complex, Fullerton, CA
Yoana Pefia, Immigrant Youth Coalition, Los Angeles, CA

Luis Penado, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Eduardo Perez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Rudy Perez, East Los Angeles

Christian Alan Porfirio, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Randle Posten, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Tele'jon Quinn, Bay-Peace, Oakland, CA

Calypso Raef, South Central Los Angeles

Daniela Ramirez, Boston, MA

Eduardo Ramirez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Charlene Ramos, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Nestor Rivera, SEIU ULTCW Union, Santa Cruz, CA

Shikha Rawat, Desis Rising Up and Moving (DRUM), Queens, NY

Jessica Rey, Los Angeles, CA

Alex Reyes, Anaheim, CA

Christel Reyes, East Los Angeles

Jesus Rincdn, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles

Brenda Rivas, East Los Angeles

Gardenia Rivera, Los Angeles,

Stephanie Roberts, Loyola Law School, Los Angeles

lyesha Robinson, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles
Joneil Robinson, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Eduardo Rodriguez, Environmental Charter Schools, Inglewood, CA
Jonathan Rodriguez, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Arnold Ron, East Los Angeles

Hilda Rosales, Los Angeles

Ruth Rosas, East Los Angeles

Joshua Ruiz, East Los Angeles

Mirangela Ruiz-Hernandez, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles
Larie Russ, Youth Justice Coalition, Inglewood, CA

Mariella Saba, Dream Team L.A. and IDEPSCA

Joanne Salazar, Boston, MA

Rodrigo Salazar, South Central Los Angeles

Bryan Salgado, East Los Angeles

Jessica Salgado, East Los Angeles

Gabriela Sanchez, Los Angeles

Henry Sandoval, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Gabriella Santillanes, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles
Diego Sepulveda, American Jewish University, Los Angeles

Brandon Serpas, Gay Straight Alliance Network, Montebello, CA

Luis Serrano, Immigrant Youth Coalition, Los Angeles, CA

Alix Shabazz, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Martha Sicarios, MEChA de UCI (University of California, Irvine)

Tyrone “Kenny Jr.” Sinclair, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
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Sleepy, High Off Ink, Los Angeles

Anthony Smith, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Araceli Solis, East Los Angeles

Steven Stovall, Action Figures, Inglewood, CA

Stephanie Suarez, MEChA de UCLA, (University of California, Los Angeles)
Dillon Sung, Immigrant Youth Coalition, Los Angeles

Qualisa Thomas, The Alliance for GLBTQ Youth, Miami, FL

Bonnie To, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Anita Tobin, Cleveland, Ohio

Nita Toby, Freedom Inc., Madison, WI

Jose Torres, East Los Angeles

Jamal Turner, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Cesar Ulloa, East Los Angeles

Xhulio Uruci, Boston, MA

Steven Valencia, East Los Angeles

Michael Vallejo, Boston, MA

Karen Vegar, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Isabel Vargas, Boston, MA

Liam Vergara, South Central Los Angeles

Estefanee Villalba, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles
Marvin Villasana, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Nilesh Vishwasrao, Desis Rising Up and Moving (DRUM), Queens, NY
Beatriz Viveros, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Samantha Westby, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Jesse Winfrey, Boston, MA

Sean Woodland, Critical Exposure, Washington DC

Al Yang, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Peyton Yang, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Griselda Yanez, Los Angeles, CA

Arianna Yaru, Freedom Inc, Madison, WI

Omar Yaya, Sistas and Brothas United, Bronx, NY

Manny Yusuf, Desis Rising Up and Moving (DRUM), Queens, NY
Mayra Zaragoza, Tia Chuchas Centro Cultural, Pacoima, CA

Ernesto Zumaya, Dream Activist, Los Angeles

Brianna Zuniga, South Central Los Angeles

Organizations (National)

Advancement Project

Alliance for Educational Justice

All of Us or None

Architects / Designers / Planners for Social Responsibility (ADPSR)
Campaign for Youth Justice

Community Justice Network for Youth

Dignity in Schools Campaign

Gay-Straight Alliance Network

Justice for Families
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National Economic and Social Rights Initiative (NESRI)
National Juvenile Justice Network

Southern Poverty Law Center

Spark Action

United Church of Christ Justice and Witness Ministries
W. Haywood Burns Institute

Organizations (Local, Regional and State)

2" Call, South Central Los Angeles and Compton, CA

A New Way of Life, Los Angeles

Activists With A Purpose, Los Angeles

Advocates for Children of New York

Asian Pacific American Legal Center, Los Angeles

Black Organizing Project, Oakland, CA

Blocks Together, Chicago

Boston Area Youth Organizing Project, MA

California Families Working to Abolish Solitary Confinement
California Fund for Youth Organizing

Californians United for a Responsible Budget (CURB)

Capoeira Angola, Los Angeles

Cease Fire, Los Angeles

Center for Community Alternatives, New York, NY

Children’s Defense Fund — California

Citizens for a Better Greenville, Greenville, MS

CLEAN Carwash Campaign, Los Angeles

Coalition for Educational Justice, Los Angeles

Coalition to End Sheriff Violence in L.A. Jails, Los Angeles
Communities Against The Prison Industrial Complex, Orange County, CA
Community Asset Development Redefining Education (CADRE), Los Angeles
Concerned Citizens of South Central Los Angeles

DC Lawyers for Youth, Washington DC

Desis Rising and Moving (DRUM), Queens, NY

Dream Team, Los Angeles

El Movimiento, Boston, MA

Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Families to Amend California’s Three Strikes (FACTS), California

Families and Friends of Louisiana’s Incarcerated Children (FFLIC), New Orleans, LA

Fannie Lou Hamer Center for Change, Eupora, MS
Farmworker Association of Florida, Inc.

Fighting Incarceration and Reclaiming Education (F.I.R.E.), University of California, Irvine

Freedom Inc., Madison, WI

Gender Justice Los Angeles

Gwinnett SToPP, Snellville, GA

Immigrant Youth Coalition, Los Angeles
Immigrant Youth Coalition, San Gabriel Valley, CA
Inspire, Los Angeles
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Justice and Witness Ministries, Cleveland, OH
Justice Committee, New York, NY

Juvenile Justice Project of Louisiana

Khmer Girls in Action, Long Beach, CA

Labor Community Strategy Center / Community Rights Campaign, Los Angeles
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, San Francisco, CA
Life After Uncivil Ruthless Acts (LAURA), Los Angeles
Little Village Environmental Justice Organization, Chicago, IL
Los Angeles Anti-Eviction Campaign

Los Angeles Community Action Network (L.A. CAN)
Mississippi Delta Catalyst Roundtable, Jackson, MS
NC Heat, Wake County, NC

New Jersey City University Criminal Justice Graduate Department, NJ
New York State Leadership Council

No More Jails Coalition, Los Angeles

Nollie Jenkins Family Center, Lexington, MS

Occupy The Hood, Los Angeles Action Assembly
Padres y Jovenes Unidos, Denver, CO

Pathways to Your Future, Los Angeles

Philadelphia Student Union, Philadelphia, PA

Playa Vista Jobs, Los Angeles

P.O.D.E.R. Santa Barbara, CA

Positive Results, Los Angeles

POWER-PAC, Chicago

POWER U, Miami, FL

Project Cry No More, Compton, CA

Project Ricochet, Raleigh, NC

Public Counsel, Los Angeles

Rebeldia Studio, Los Angeles

Restorative Schools Vision Project, Sacramento, CA
Sistas and Brothas United, Bronx, NY

Teachers Unite, New York, NY

United Jobs Creation Council, Los Angeles

Urban Youth Collaborative, New York, NY

Visionary Youth Center, Hollywood, CA

Voices of Liberation, Boston, MA

Teachers Unite, New York, NY

The Woman of God’s Design, Chicago

Youth as Public Speakers (YAPS), Greenville, MS
Youth Organizing Institute, Wake County, NC

Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Individual Allies/Supporters

Dr. Laura Abrams, University of California Los Angeles (UCLA)
Michael Adams, Los Angeles
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Jane Affonso, Redondo Beach, CA

Miguel Aguero, Mayor’s Office of Gang Reduction and Youth Development, Los Angeles
Bilal Ali, Occupy the Hood, Los Angeles

Jason B. Allen, Atlanta, GA

Yesenia Altamirano, Anaheim, CA

Frank Alvarez, East Los Angeles

Vanessa Alvarez, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)

Bita Amani, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, Los Angeles
April Andrew, Alexandria House, Los Angeles

Andre Andrews, Los Angeles

Curtis Andrews, Community Development (CD) Tech College, Los Angeles

Raul Anorve, Los Angeles

Edgar Arredondo, Los Angeles

Patricia J. Arthur, Berkeley, CA

Leea Ayers, Westerville, OH

Vusi Azania, Community Programs Office, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Chamia B, Labor/Community Strategy Center — Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles
Adela Barajas, Life After Uncivil Ruthless Acts (LAURA), South Central Los Angeles
Dipti Baranwal, Coalition For Educational Justice, Los Angeles

Lindsey Barber, Los Angeles

Teresa Basilio, Global Action Project, New York, NY

Emily Bautista, The People's Education Movement, CA

Cris Beato, Los Angeles

Kshanti Beato-Lanz, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Jose Beltran, CLEAN Carwash Campaign, Los Angeles

Chel Best, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)

Dr. William Calathes, New York, NY

Brisa Calvo, Los Angeles

Ron Collins, Labor/Community Strategy Center - Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles
Maria Cristina Beato-Lanz, Los Angeles

Pouneh Behin, Western University, Pomona, CA

Charles Bergman, POWER-PAC, Chicago

Julie Bergman, Los Angeles

Lisa Bertaccini, Restorative Schools Vision Project, Sacramento, CA

Samantha Blanco, Occupy UCLA (University of California, Los Angeles)

Amber Brawley, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)

Takkara Brunson, Baltimore, MD

Yolanda Buckhalter, Antioch College, Los Angeles

Bridgette Burge, Education Justice Alliance, NC

Deborah Burton, Los Angeles Community Action Network (L.A. CAN)

Aracely Campos, San Francisco, CA

William Calathes, New Jersey City, NJ

Luis Cardona, Montgomery County Department of Health and Human Services, Maryland
Katina Castillo, W. Haywood Burns Institute, Oakland, CA

Charles Cha, Los Angeles

Natalie Chap, Dignity in Schools Campaign, New York, NY

David Chavez, Youth Justice Coalition, University of California, Riverside (UCR)
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Maisie Chin, CADRE, Los Angeles

David Cobb, Green Party Presidential Candidate in 2004, Los Angeles
Chella Coleman, Gender Justice Los Angeles

Rosa Colin, Los Angeles

Anne Collier, Net Family News

Reginald Cooper, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Dr. Alejandro Covarrubias, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Nedette Cuerno, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Patrisse Cullors, Coalition to End Sheriff Violence in L.A. Jails, Los Angeles
Ruth Cusick, Public Counsel, Los Angeles

David Dang, Occupy The Hood, Los Angeles

Sophia Darugar, Chicago

Mike De La Rocha

Alfredo Del Cid, Get Equal, Davis, CA

Acelce Delgado, Los Angeles

Keliflor Delgado, October 22nd Coalition to Stop Police Brutality, Los Angeles
Becky Dennison, Los Angeles Community Action Network

David Denney, ACLU of Mississippi, Jackson, MS

Suhita Dharma, Seeds of Compassion, San Gabriel, CA

Chrystal Dixon, California Conference for Equality and Justice, Los Angeles
Grace Do, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles

Nicole Done, Boston, MA

Rose Dominguez, Anakbayan L.A., Los Angeles

Ron Dowell, Compton 4 COPS, Los Angeles

Bernard Dufresne, Advocates for Children of New York

Katherine Dunn, Southern Education Foundation, Atlanta, GA
Starletta DuPois, Youth Justice Coalition, Los Angeles

Chandra Duvall, The City Project, Long Beach, CA

Susan Eaton, One Nation Indivisible, Newton, MA

Hattie Ellis, Los Angeles

Jesus Escobar, Play Vista Jobs, Los Angeles

Carmen Esqueda, Los Angeles

Victor Esquivel, San Diego, CA

Joseph Ferdinand, Bronx, NY

Ruth Fowler, Los Angeles

Jason Franklin, United Jobs Creation Council

Drew Friedfertig, Save the Kids, Minneapolis, MN

Jaclyn Friedman, Medford, MA

Andres Gallegos, Labor/Community Strategy Center — Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles

Moises Garcia, Los Angeles

Mueera Gardezi, Los Angeles

Malachi Garza, Community Justice Network for Youth, Oakland, CA
Keith Gawith, Veterans for Peace, Los Angeles

Alana Greer, Miami, FL

Norma Greer, Nollie Jenkins Family Center Inc., Lexington, MS
Jaritza Geigel, Brooklyn, New York

Esteban Gil, Occupy The Hood LA, Los Angeles
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Jackie Goldberg, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA), Former Rep State Assembly and L.A. City Council
Carla Gonzalez, Labor Community Strategy Center / Community Rights Campaign, Los Angeles
Cindy Cristal Gonzalez, P.O.D.E.R., Santa Barbara, CA

Millie Gray, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Nancy Guarneros, Los Angeles

Monica Gudino, Los Angeles

Hattie Elles, Los Angeles

Diana Flores, Coalition to End Sheriff Violence in L.A. Jails, Los Angeles
Sarah Fontaine, California Coalition for Women Prisoners

Dianna Freelon-Foster, Activists With A Purpose, Los Angeles

Brendan Hamme, ACLU of Southern California, Los Angeles

May Hampton, Los Angeles

Daniel Healy, Violence Prevention Coalition of Greater Los Angeles
Brian Helmle, International Workers of the World, Oakland, CA
Adriana Hernandez, San Diego, CA

Gabriella Hernandez, P.O.D.E.R., Santa Barbara, CA

Robert Hernandez, MSW, University of Southern California (USC), Los Angeles
Augustin Herrera, Youth Justice Coalition, South Central Los Angeles
Maria Herrera, San Diego, CA

Marisol Herrera, San Diego, CA

Kenneth Hodge, Los Angeles

Randy Hodge, Los Angeles

Eloise Holmes, Los Angeles

Morgan Hopkins, Geneva, NY

Lily Huang, Boston, MA

Erick Huerta, Dream Team L.A., Los Angeles

Darcy Inoz, Los Angeles

Jared lorio, Intersolidarity Committee, Los Angeles

Edurne Irizarry, Philadelphia, PA

Teri Jackson, Los Angeles

Richard Jaffee Cohen, Restorative Schools Vision Project, Sacramento, CA
Tanuja Jagernauth, Sage Community Health Collective, Chicago

Caro Jauregui Michel, Oakland, CA

Feliberta Jauregui, South Central Los Angeles

Elizabeth Jeffers, M.Ed., New Orleans

Maria Jimenez, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Caitlin Johnson, Spark Action, New York, NY and Washington DC

Arvis Jones, Trauma Counselor, Los Angeles

Tiffany Jones, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Mariame Kaba, Project NIA, Chicago

Sara Kapadia, Los Angeles

Ed Keenan, Los Angeles

Brianna Kennedy-Lewis, University of Florida, Gainesville, FL

Kevin Michael Key, Critical Resistance, Los Angeles

Alexander Kim, Los Angeles

Mary Kindig, Restorative Schools Vision Project, Davis, CA

Lara Kiswani, Arab Resource and Organizing Center, San Francisco, CA
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Su Co Kshanti, Buddhist Churches, Los Angeles

Rahim Kurwa, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)
Jan La Rosa, Los Angeles

Grace Lacques, Los Angeles

Danielle Lafayette, CADRE, Los Angeles

Sarah Landes, Make the Road by Walking (NY), Brooklyn, NY
Drew Langdon, Rochester, NY

Jennifer Langdon, Baltimore, MD

Marty Langley, Violence Policy Center

Jean Laupus, New York, NY

Tiffanie Lazos, Los Angeles

Kevin Lawrence, Bridge to Art, Sacramento, CA

Andrew Lee, Los Angeles

Daniel Lee, Move to Amend, Los Angeles

Jacob Leidolf, Boston, MA

Colby Lenz, Oakland, CA

Stella Connell Levy, Restorative Schools Vision Project, Sacramento, CA
Ken Lewin, Chicago

Ali Lexa, Sama Da Mudanca, Los Angeles

Sophia Lianna, Los Angeles

Juan Carlos Lopez, Los Angeles

Zetmara Lorenzo, Boston, MA

Maxwell Love, United States Student Association, Madison, WI
Jim Loveland, Gulfport, FL

Billie Jeanne Lowe, New Orleans

Gaby Madriz, Washington DC

Joseph Maizlish, No More Jails Coalition, Los Angeles

Brenda Martinez, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Claudia Martinez, Boston, MA

Fernando Martinez, Dignity in Schools Campaign, Raleigh, NC
Charles McCairns, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Noreen McClendon, Concerned Citizens of South Central Los Angeles
Rose McCovery, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Beth McCoy, Rochester, NY

Kim McGill, Youth Justice Coalition, Watts, Los Angeles
Stuart Mclntyre, Ohio Student Association, Columbus, Ohio
Edwin Mendez, Palmdale, CA

Ana Mercado, Blocks Together, Chicago

Aaron Miller, Arlington, VA

Diane Millman, Los Angeles

Rosemarie Molina, CLEAN Carwash Campaign, Los Angeles
Ken Montenegro, National Lawyers Guild, Los Angeles

Susan Montgomery, Twenty One Voices, Minneapolis, MN
Gloria ltzel Montiel, Santa Ana, CA

Daniel Mora, Oakland, CA

Tirso Moreno, Farmworker Association of Florida, Apopka, FL
Ernest Saadig Morris, Esq., Urban Youth Justice, Seattle, WA
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Tinsa Morris, Citizens for a Better Greenville, Greenville, MS

Karen Lynn Morton, The Woman of God's Design, Chicago

Aazim Muhammad, Los Angeles Community Action Network

Lilly Muller, Los Angeles

Kim Muske-Lynch, South Bend, IN

Anthony Nacella, Save The Kids, New York, NY

Zachary Norris, Justice for Families, Oakland, CA

Susan Nakaoka, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Brandy Novak, CARES for Youth, Orange County, CA

Charline Nunez, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Alex O’May, Los Angeles

Cherraye Oats, Fannie Lou Hamer Center for Change, Eupora, MS

R. Daniel Okonkwo, DC Lawyers for Youth, Washington DC

Isaac Ontiveros, Critical Resistance, Oakland, CA

Jeremiah Ortega, Los Angeles

Sarah Ortega, Los Angeles

Meagan Ortiz, Los Angeles

Athen O’Shea, Portland, OR

Dr. Joseph Osmundson, New York, NY

Taelumane Oyewole, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Brian Pacheco, Los Angeles

Erin Papa, Kingston, Rl

Kruti Parekh, Youth Justice Coalition, Inglewood, CA

Luke Patterson, October 22nd Coalition/Peoples' Justice, Brooklyn, NY
Mike Peake, Occupy Wall Street, Los Angeles

Ezak Perez, Gender Justice Los Angeles

Jonathan Perez, Immigrant Youth Coalition, Los Angeles

Thelmy Perez, Los Angeles Right To Housing Collective

Lawrence Peters, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Nancy Polin, Oakland, CA

Lydia Poncé, Los Angeles

Heather Price, PhD, Univ Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN

Cindy Printemps, Boston, MA

Chanravy Proeung, Providence, Rl

Beth Pulcinella, Philadelphia, PA

John Pulvino, St Cyprian Justice and Peace Ministry, Long Beach, CA
Andaiye Qaasim, League of Education Voters, Seattle, WA

Khalib R., Playa Vista Jobs, Los Angeles

Diana Ramirez, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Judi Redman, Labor/Community Strategy Center - Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles
Jonathan Regis, Boston, MA

Rashunda Rene, HOOP Foundation, South Central Los Angeles

Linda Reid, Paterson Education, Paterson, NJ

Jan Resseger, Minister, United Church of Christ Justice and Witness Ministries, Cleveland, OH
Adam Rice, Los Angeles Community Action Network (L.A. CAN)

Gail Richards, New York, NY
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Whitney Richards-Calathes, Youth Justice Coalition, Inglewood, CA
Blanca Rios, Los Angeles

Alejandra Rishton, Los Angeles

Jeremiah Rishton, Los Angeles

Hiram Rivera, Philadelphia Student Union, Philadelphia, PA
Sandra Pirrin Rodriguez, San Francisco, CA

Nury Ronaghy, Ojai, CA

Albert Roosell, Los Angeles

Amanda Rosenblum, New York, NY

Jessica Ruiz, Palmdale, CA

Narciso Ruiz, Playa Vista Jobs, Los Angeles

Liz Ryan, Campaign for Youth Justice, Washington, DC

Elizabeth Sanchez, Los Angeles

Victor Sanchez, Washington DC

Barry Schier, Los Angeles

Eileen Schmidt, Portland, OR

Desiree Segura, San Antonio, TX

Walton Senterfitt, Right To Housing Collective, Los Angeles

El Hajj Malcolm El Shabazz, (Grandson of Malcolm X), Washington, DC
Bailey Shoemaker, Findlay, OH

Ellie Shrier, Teachers Unite, New York, NY

Geri Silva, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Albert Son, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)
Maria Soto, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)

Vanessa Sparks, People's Survival Program/African Socialist Movement, Cincinnati, OH

Raphael Sperry, San Francisco, CA

Tiah Starr, October 22 Coalition to End Police Brutality, Los Angeles
Isaiah Steele, Los Angeles

Johnathan Stith, Alliance for Educational Justice, Washington, DC

Peri Stone-Palmquist, Student Advocacy Center of Michigan, Ypsilanti, Ml
Liz Sullivan, National Economic and Social Rights Initiative (NESRI), Boston, MA

Mustafa Sullivan, Alliance for Educational Justice, Bronx, NY
Mary Sutton, Critical Resistance, Los Angeles

Danny Tabor, Former Mayor, City of Inglewood, CA

Danae Tapia, Youth Justice Coalition, Riverside, CA

Cherisse Tahiera, Boston, MA

Charleta B. Tavares, Multiethnic Advocates for Cultural Competence, Inc., Columbus, OH
Robert Tayvon, Labor/Community Strategy Center - Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles

Carl Teal, Playa Vista Jobs, Los Angeles

Coatl Tecaptl, Communities Against The Prison Industrial Complex, Fullerton, CA

Ed Tellis, Los Angeles

Jerry Tello, National Compadres Network, Whittier, CA
Liliana Thirdgill, Portland, OR

Shirley Thomas, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles
Jimmie Thompson, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Ryan Keith Thompson, Charles R. Drew University of Medicine and Science, Los Angeles

Zach Thornbury, Philadelphia, PA
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Marlyn Tillman, Gwinnett SToPP, Snellville, GA

Ruth Todasco, Los Angeles

Clarence “Aleem” Tolliver, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Skipp Townsend, 2" call, Com pton, CA

Myca Tran, Social Justice Learning Institution, Los Angeles

Nancy Trevino, POWER U, Miami, FL

Anna Turner, California Fund for Youth Organizing, East Palo Alto and Stockton, CA
James Turner, Black Organizing Project, Oakland, CA

Lynda Tutt, Fair Chance Project, Los Angeles

Thu-Hang Tran, Atlanta, GA

Ashley Uyeda, Khmer Girls in Action, Long Beach, CA

Carolina Valdez, People's Education Movement, Los Angeles

Diane Valenica, Southeast Asian Community Alliance, Los Angeles

Megan Valladoa, University of California, Irvine (UCI)

Leonardo Vilchis, Unién De Vecinos, East Los Angeles

Jose Villa, International Workers of the World, Long Beach, CA

Felipe Villareal, Labor/Community Strategy Center - Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles
Linda Virgil, CBF, Sharpsburg, NC

Lai Wa Wu, Los Angeles

Tiffany Wallace, Struggles United/Luchas Unidas, Los Angeles

Christine Wang, Critical Resistance, Los Angeles

Anya Warburg, New York, NY

Stephan Ward, Los Angeles

Sheila Warren, Portland Parent Union, Portland, OR

Kimberly Wasserman Nieto, Little Village Environmental Justice Organization, Chicago, IL
Jessica Anne Wheeler, New Orleans

Roger White, Critical Resistance, Oakland, CA

Melissa Whitley, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

Jordan Wilhelm, Los Angeles

Collique K. Williams, Boston Area Youth Organizing Project, Boston, MA

Debbie Willett, Coatesville, PA

Geoffrey Winder, Gay-Straight Alliance Network, San Francisco, CA

Diane Winters, Woodstock, GA

Chris Wohlers, Industrial Workers of the World, Long Beach, CA

Jennifer Wright, Los Angeles

Diana Wu, The Ruckus Society, Los Angeles

Jasiri Xtra, Lyrics Inc., Pittsburgh, PA

Sunnie Yanez, Alexandria House, Los Angeles

Andrea Yewon Lee, University of California, Los Angeles (UCLA)

Sun Young Yang, Labor/Community Strategy Center - Bus Riders Union, Los Angeles
Sylvia Zamora, Los Angeles

Mario Zapien, Teatro Tatalejos, Los Angeles

Susanna Zoeckler, California State University, Dominguez Hills (CSUDH)

Diana Zuniga, Californians United for a Responsible Budget (CURB), Los Angeles

Sign on to this statement at https://www.change.org/petitions/president-obama-and-united-states-
congress-you-can-t-build-peace-with-a-piece.




